Regular Town Board Meeting January 26, 2016 

Regular Town Board Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren, held on January 26, 2016 at 7:30 pm at the Van Buren Town Hall, 7575 Van Buren Road, Baldwinsville, New York.

Mr. Rick Zaccaria		Councilor
Ms. Darcie Lesniak		Councilor
Mr. Ronald Dudzinski		Councilor
Ms. Patricia Dickman		Councilor
Mr. Claude Sykes	            Supervisor
Absent: Ms. Mary Frances Sabin, Councilor and Mr. Howard Tupper, Councilor



Mr. Richard Andino		Town Attorney
Mr. Jason Hoy			Engineer
Mr. Doug Foster		Highway Superintendent
Ms. Theresa Golden		Assessor
Ms. Lynn Precourt		Town Clerk

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call.

Citizens Comments: None

Approve minutes of the January 5, 2016 Regular Town Board Meeting:
024-16-000	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to approve the minutes of the January 5, 2016 Regular Town Board Meeting as published.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Abstain, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Approve minutes of the 2016 Organizational Meeting:
025-16-000	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Ms. Lesniak, to approve the minutes of the 2016 Organizational Meeting as published.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Abstain, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Action on Local Law G-2015 amending Chapter 115 of Town Code:
Mr. Sykes said the Board wanted more clarification on this from the Code Enforcement Officer and he provided them additional information.

Mr. Sykes said he received a call from Sheila Johnson, Commane Road, who could not be at the meeting tonight, but, wanted to express her opinion that fence permits are absolutely needed.  She said conflicting surveys are a problem and permitting should be required.

Mr. Zaccaria said he understands the need for fence permits but he still has not seen anything to change his mind on permitting for sheds under 100 square feet.  
026-16-014	 The following resolution was offered by Ms. Dickman who moved its adoption, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski to wit:
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law, proposed Local Law G-2015, “A Local Law Amending Chapter 115 of the Code of the Town of Van Buren titled Fire Prevention and Building Code Administration” was presented and introduced at a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren held December 15, 2015; and 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held to consider said proposed Local Law No. G-2015 on January 5, 2016 by the  Town Board of the Town of Van Buren and proof of publication of notice of such public hearing, as required by law, having been submitted and filed, and all persons desiring to be heard in connection with said proposed local law having been heard, and said proposed local law having been in the possession of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren in its final form in the manner required by Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule of the State of New York; and 
WHEREAS, at its December 15, 2015 meeting the Town Board determined that this proposed legislation is a Type II action for purposes of SEQR, thus concluding the environmental review process; and
WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to enact said Proposed Local Law No. G-2015.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is 
RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren, Onondaga County, New York, does hereby enact Proposed Local Law No. G-2015 as Local Law No. 2-2016 as follows:
TOWN OF VAN BUREN
LOCAL LAW NO. 2-2016

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 115 OF 
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF VAN BUREN TITLED 
“FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING CODE ADMINISTRATION” 

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren that this local law amends Chapter 115 of the Code of the Town of Van Buren with respect to “Fire Prevention and Building Code Administration, as follows:

Section I.  So that Section 115-4, titled “Building Permits”, subsection B(1) shall read, in its entirety, as follows:

“(1)  Construction or installation of one-story detached structures, associated with one- or two-family dwellings or multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) which are used for tool and storage sheds, playhouses or similar uses provided the gross floor area is less than 100 square feet”.

Section 2.  And so that Section 115-4, titled “Building Permits”, item B(4) pertaining to fences is repealed and removed, in its entirety

Section 3.

	This Local Law shall take effect upon its filing with the New York Secretary of State.
Roll Call Votes: Mr. Zaccaria – No, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Approval to award topographic survey work for Downer Street Sidewalk (Phase 2) project to Applied Earth Technologies at $1,800.00:
Mr. Sykes said this was the lowest quote for this survey work.

027-16-000	MOTION BY 	Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to award topographic survey work for Downer Street Sidewalk (Phase 2) project to Applied Earth Technologies at $1,800.00.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Assessor’s Report:
Ms. Golden said the Basic Star reregistration will be conducted this fall by the NYS Department of Taxation and Finance. Mailings will be sent to all property owners with a new Basic Star exemption on either the 2014 or 2015 Assessment Roll only. They will be required to register with DTF to retain the exemption for 2016.

Renewal applications for all exemptions are being processed and entered as received. The deadline is March 1st, 2016 for all exemptions. (new or renewal) 

Ms. Golden said postcards for Enhanced Star exemptions that are renewed by the NYSDTF income verification program were sent in December to all enrolled. Property owners that were rejected by DTF must submit income for review prior to March 1st. 

She said reminder postcards for renewals not yet completed will be sent the first week in February. Phone calls will be made the last 2 weeks in February.

A review of sales/assessments has been completed to determine reappraisal work for 2016. The results will be forwarded to the New York State ORPTS for their review and approval by February 1st as required.

Appraisal work is being completed with comp sheets generated for all reappraised residential properties. Commercial inventory and sales arrays will be used to reappraise commercial properties by used as code.

Ms. Golden said inventory updates and assessment changes (physical) are being completed as received for 2016. Building permits are being reviewed as weather permits. Final review for 2016 will occur the week of March 1st. (taxable status date)

Property Tax Freeze Credit checks are being mailed by NYSDTF to qualified owners with the Star exemption on the 2015 assessment roll. Eligible homeowners do not need to do anything to receive the credit. A fact sheet and phone number is available in the Assessor’s office for more information.

Ms. Golden said she attached the Assessor’s Continuing Education Status Report dated December 2, 2015. Requirement Status met through 2016 with ethics recertification satisfied.

Ms. Lesniak asked if new homeowners need to do anything to receive the STAR exemption.

Ms. Golden said they need to apply with her office by March 1st.

Consider dedication of roads, easements, utilities, etc for Marion Meadows development:
Mr. Sykes said the final map will not be filed until sometime in March so this item will be removed from the agenda until that time.

Approve end of probationary period and upgrade to full HEO at a contract rate per Highway Supt. – effective 1/23/16:
028-16-038	MOTION BY Ms. Dickman, seconded by Ms. Lesniak, to approve the end of probationary period and upgrade to full HEO at a contract rate per Highway Supt. – effective 1/23/16 for Nick Delia.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Approve SPCA cruelty investigation agreement:
029-16-001.1	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Ms. Lesniak, to approve the contract for cruelty investigations with the SPCA and authorize the Supervisor to execute the contract.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Approve the CBA with the AFSCME (Highway Union):
030-16-024	MOTION BY Ms. Dickman, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to approve the collective bargaining agreement with the AFSCME (Highway Union) as negotiated.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Ms. Dickman said she was part of the committee that negotiated this contract and said both sides were very cooperative.  She said both sides wound up with a contract they can live with.

Ms. Lesniak said it is nice to see this in place so early in the year.

Councilor Committee Reports and Comments:
Mr. Dudzinski said he will be scheduling a Land Use Committee meeting to further discuss the zoning changes before a public hearing is scheduled.

Ms. Lesniak said she and Mr. Tupper attended the installation dinner for the Warners/Memphis Fire Department and it was a very nice dinner and she was able to install the officers.

Highway Superintendent Comments: 
Mr. Foster reminded all residents there is no parking between 2:00 and 6:00 am on town roads.

Supervisor Comments:
Mr. Sykes said OCIDA was here today and held their public hearings for the concessions and PILOT agreements for G & C Foods and Tessy Plastics.

Mr. Sykes said Assemblyman Magnarelli will hold a Town Hall meeting on February 25th at 6:00 pm here at the Town Hall.

Mr. Sykes said he will be meeting with representatives to discuss a potential electronics recycling event to be held at the Highway Garage.

Mr. Sykes said the Highway Committee met and discussed the engineering report on the new building, the potential purchase of a ten wheel dump truck with plow, the 2016 Seneca Knolls road improvements, 2016 Seneca Drainage improvements and the re-alignment of East Dead Creek Road with Rt. 31.  

Mr. Sykes said they also discussed stop signs on Cross Country Drive and if it is decided they are necessary a public hearing will need to be held before it can be added to the Town Code.

Mr. Sykes said the Community Development application is due in March and anyone with ideas for projects in low income areas of the town should get them to him.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mr. Sykes said Marty Lally, the Buildings and Grounds Supt., is retiring after 32 years with the Town.  He said he and the Board wish him the best of luck in his retirement.

Citizens Comments:

Mr. Dave Johnson, President of the Highway Dept. Union, read the following statement:
I am here tonight to thank the Board for ratifying our union contract.  I have been on a lot of negotiations over the years and this was one of the smoothest ones we ever had.  I think or hope it was because both sides had the same common interest, providing good service to the town’s taxpayers.  Whether it is plow snow, fixing potholes, front or backyard drainage we try to do whatever it takes to do the best job we can for the taxpayers. Our performance reflects on our employees and hopefully the Town Board sees this and knows that the service we supply to the taxpayers helps keep the tax rate low.

The contract was a give and take effort, and I would like to say thank you to Ms. Sabin, Ms. Dickman, Mr. Tupper and Mr. Maxwell for their input and time negotiating our union contract.

Engineer Comments: None

Attorney Comments: None

031-16-000	MOTION by Ms. Dickman, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to adjourn to the next Regular Town Board Meeting on February 2, 2016 at 7:30 pm.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Meeting closed 7:55 pm

Respectfully submitted,


Lynn Precourt
Town Clerk

Dated: 1/27/16
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