Regular Town Board Meeting January 5, 2016

Regular Town Board Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren, held on January 5, 2016 at 7:30 pm at the Van Buren Town Hall, 7575 Van Buren Road, Baldwinsville, New York.

Mr. Rick Zaccaria		Councilor
Ms. Darcie Lesniak		Councilor
Ms. Mary Frances Sabin	Councilor
Mr. Howard Tupper		Councilor
Mr. Ronald Dudzinski		Councilor
Mr. Claude Sykes	            Supervisor
Absent: Ms. Patricia Dickman, Councilor

Mr. Kevin Gilligan		Town Attorney
Mr. Jason Hoy			Engineer
Mr. Doug Foster		Highway Superintendent
Ms. Lynn Precourt		Town Clerk

Also present: Greg Maxwell, Joe Kiselica, James Bowes, James Ruddock and Anthony Geiss

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call.

Citizens Comments: None

Approve minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting on December 15, 2015:
012-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2015 Regular Town Board meeting as published.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Public Hearing on Local Law F-2015 pertaining to solar photovoltaic (PV) Systems:
013-16-000	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Tupper, to recess the Regular Meeting, open the Public Hearing and waive reading the legal notice published in the Post Standard on December 24, 2015.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Mr. Gilligan said this local law lays out who needs to get a permit for solar PV systems and limits the use of ground mounted solar panels in certain residential zoning districts.

Mr. Sykes asked if there was anyone to speak in favor of this local law.  No one spoke.

Mr. Sykes asked if there was anyone to speak against this local law.  No one spoke.

014-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Mr. Tupper, to close the public hearing and resume the Regular Meeting at 7:41 pm.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Public Hearing on Local Law G-2015 amending Chapter 115 of Van Buren Code:
015-16-000	MOTION BY Mr. Dudzinski, seconded Ms. Lesniak, to recess the Regular Town Board Meeting, open the Public Hearing and waive reading the legal notice published in the Post Standard on December 24, 2015.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Mr. Gilligan said this local law changes the permit requirements for structures from 144 square feet to 100 square feet.  He said it also removes an item pertaining to requirements for fences. 

There was a discussion on what type of fencing requirement the Board was changing, all fences or just those around pools.

Mr. Sykes asked if there was anyone to speak against this local law.  

Mr. Zaccaria said he is opposed to this because he feels it is onerous on the homeowner to have to obtain a building permit for a structure 100 square feet or less.

A woman from the audience said she does not think building permits should be required for fences. 

Mr. Sykes asked if there any anyone to speak in favor of this local law.  No one spoke.

Mr. Sykes said the Board will require additional information and clarification on this from the Code Enforcement Officer and the Planning & Zoning Committee.

016-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to close the public hearing and resume the Regular Town Board meeting at 7:46 pm.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Action on proposed Local Law F-2015:
017-16-030	The following resolution was offered by Councilor Zaccaria, who moved its adoption, seconded by Councilor Tupper to wit:
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law, proposed Local Law F-2015, “A Local Law Amending Chapter 160 of the Code of the Town of Van Buren Pertaining to Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems, which Local Law would amend Section 160-3(B) thereof, titled Permit requirements” was presented and introduced at a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren held December 15, 2015; and 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held to consider said proposed Local Law No. F-2015 on January 5, 2016 by the  Town Board of the Town of Van Buren and proof of publication of notice of such public hearing, as required by law, having been submitted and filed, and all persons desiring to be heard in connection with said proposed local law having been heard, and said proposed local law having been in the possession of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren in its final form in the manner required by Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule of the State of New York; and 
WHEREAS, at its December 15, 2015 meeting the Town Board determined that this proposed legislation is a Type II action for purposes of SEQR, thus concluding the environmental review process; and
WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to enact said Proposed Local Law No. F-2015.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is 
RESOLVED AND DETERMINED, that the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren, Onondaga County, New York, does hereby enact Proposed Local Law No. F-2015 as Local Law No. 1-2016 as follows:
TOWN OF VAN BUREN
LOCAL LAW NO. 1-2016

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 160 OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF VAN BUREN PERTAINING
TO SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SYSTEMS

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren that this local law amends the Code of the Town of Van Buren to amend Chapter 160 thereof, titled “Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems, as follows:

Section I.  So that Chapter 160, Section 160-3 thereof, titled “Permit requirements”  is amended so that Subsection B thereof reads, in its entirety, as follows:

160-3. 

B.	Solar PV Systems on residentially zoned properties.  Solar PV Systems located on residentially zoned properties, other than apartment dwellings or townhouses, shall only be required to obtain a Solar System Building Permit in order to proceed with installation.  Ground mounted solar panels are not allowed in the following residential districts:  R-10, R-15, R-20 or residential portions of PUDs.

Section II.

	This Local Law shall take effect upon its filing with the New York Secretary of State.
Roll Call Votes: Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Action on proposed Local Law G-2015:
018-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Lesniak, seconded by Ms. Sabin, to table this action until the next meeting.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Permission for CEO to attend NYSBOC annual training conference in Liverpool 3/29-3/31/16 at a cos t not to exceed $360.00:
019-16-027	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Ms. Lesniak, to authorize the CEO to attend the NYSBOC annual training conference in Liverpool 3/29-3/31/16 at a cost not to exceed $360.00.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Approval for Supervisor to execute lease agreement with OCBOE for using Town Hall as a polling place:
020-16-001.1	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to authorize the Supervisor to execute the lease agreement with the OCBOE for using the Town Hall as a polling place.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Approval for upgrade to Laborer 2 for Cory Vanderveer under IUOE contract at contract pay rate:
Mr. Sykes said this was discussed during the 2016 budget worksessions and his work merits this upgrade to Laborer 2.
021-16-038	MOTION BY Mr. Dudzinski, seconded by Mr. Tupper, to approve the upgrade to Laborer 2 for Cory Vanderveer under the IUOE contract at the contract pay rate.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Approval of Code Enforcement Officer and Parks Director positions payroll rate for 2016 at $32.65 per hour and $28.14 per hour, respectively:
022-16-038	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Mr. Zaccaria, to approve the Code Enforcement Officer and Parks Director positions payroll rate for 2016 at $32.65 per hour and $28.14 per hour, respectively.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Councilor Committee Reports and Comments:
Mr. Tupper commented on the 2015 Historian’s Report.  He said she has done a lot of work on the Erie Canal Trail and wall displays here at Town Hall and he commended her on all her work.

Highway Superintendent Comments:
Mr. Foster reminded all residents that there is no parking on town roads between 2:00 am and 6:00 am.  He said this allows his department time to get the roads cleared for those going to work and students to get to school.

Mr. Tupper asked Mr. Foster is he is plowing Whiskey Hollow Road this year.

Mr. Foster said the road to the spring is plowed and there is a turnaround. He said the remainder of the road will be plowed occasionally to allow for property owners who want to do some logging there, but, will not be considered passable for a normal vehicle.

Supervisor Comments:
Mr. Sykes scheduled a Highway Committee meeting for January 20, 2016 at 3:30 pm here at Town Hall.

Mr. Sykes said there is a Electronics Drop Off on January 9th from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at the North Syracuse Bus Garage, 5520 East Taft Road.  He said it is sponsored by Assemblyman Stirpe.

Mr. Foster encouraged those who have unwanted electronics to attend the drop off. He said they are no longer accepted at the Highway Garage and OCRRA has been having a hard time scheduling recycling events.

Citizens Comments: None

Engineer Comments: None

Attorney Comments: None

023-16-000	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to adjourn to the next Regular Town Board Meeting on January 19, 2016 at 7:30 pm.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Meeting closed 7:55 pm

Respectfully submitted,
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