TOWN OF VAN BUREN
PROPOSED LOCAL LAW A -2016

A LOCAL LAW AMENDING CHAPTER 200 OF 
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF VAN BUREN TITLED “ZONING” 


BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren that this local law amends Chapter 200 of the Code of the Town of Van Buren, as follows:

Section I.  So that Section 200-24, titled “Residential accessory uses”, is amended to add a new subsection “L”, which shall read, in its entirety, as follows:

“L.	No trailers, container trailers, car haulers, flat bed trailers, low-boy trailers ( in excess of 12,000 lb carrying capacity) are allowed to be parked or stored in the following Residential Districts: R-10, R-15, R-20, R-40 or in residential portions of a PUD;


Section 2.   So that Section 200-49, titled “Waterfront Property Overlay 	District (WFP)”, subsection  E. (1) is amended to read, in its entirety, as follows:

	“(1)	No structures, except for boat launches, boathouses, poles and docks shall be located within the front yard.”

Section 3.  So that Section 200-49, titled “Waterfront Property Overlay District (WFP)”, subsection E. (2) is amended to read, in its entirety, as follows:

	“(2)	Fences are allowed within the rear and side yards only.  Maximum height of six (6) feet is allowed in the side yard and a maximum height of three and one half (3 and ½ feet is allowed in the rear yard.  Fences shall be installed with the “good side” facing adjoining properties.”

Section 3.	So that Section 200-49, titled “Waterfront Property Overlay District (WFP)”, subsection E. (3) is amended so that it reads, in its entirety, as follows:

	“(3)	Maximum overall height of any accessory structure shall be twelve (12) feet.”

Section 4.	So that Section 200-49, titled “Waterfront Property Overlay District (WFP)” subsection E (4) is amended so that it reads, in its entirety, as follows:

	“(4)	Structures located within the rear yard shall have a setback of not less than fifteen (15) feet from the street side property line.  This includes garages, sheds, pools and fences.”

Section 5.	So that Section 200-52, titled “Definitions” is amended to add a new definition, as follows:

	“Digital Sign – A sign that can be electronically changed either by changeable copy 	or images/display.”  

Section 6.	So that Section 200-55 titled “Prohibited signs” is amended so that subsection C shall read, in its entirety, as follows:

	“C.	Moving and flashing signs which flash or blink, revolve, rotate, swing,
		undulate or otherwise attract attention through movement or flashing parts or
		through the impression of movement or flashing, not to include residential
		holiday lighting.”

Section 7.	So that Section 200-59 titled “Sign types, requirements and sizes allowed in specific zoning districts” is amended to add a new subsection “N”, which shall read, in its entirety, as follows:

	N.	Digital Signs – 
(1) Allowed in Business and Industrial Districts only (LB, GB, IND-A, PCD, IN-P).
(2) Requires special use permit, with special attention to illumination intensity and changeable copy/display frequency.  See Section 200-27D.

Section 8.	So that Section 200-79 B (3) titled “Site Plan Review” is amended to read, in its entirety, as follows:

	“(3)	Applicability:   With the exception of one and two family dwellings, site plan 	approval by the Joint Zoning Board of Appeals/Planning Board is required for uses so 	indicated in the Table of Land Uses (Section 200-21) and/or as otherwise required 	under this chapter.”

Section 9.	So that Section 200-27 titled “Standards for particular special permit uses” is amended to add a new subsection “D”, as follows:

“D.	Digital Signs
(1) Copy Change and Prohibition of Animation and Sound
(a) Digital Signs shall be permitted to have changeable copy messages and images subject to the restrictions  set forth in this subsection.
(b) No animation, however, shall be allowed on any Digital Sign.
(c) All structures supporting Digital Signs shall be fixed in position; none shall rotate or otherwise change position.
(d) No audio or sound producing devices shall be installed with any Digital Sign.

(2) Duration of Image/Message

(a) The minimum hold time of any message or image shall be fifteen (15) minutes.
(b) Each Digital Sign shall have a mechanism whereby sign is shut down or the image remains static in case of malfunctioning.

(3) Transition from one Image/Message to the Next.

The transition from one message or image to the next on a Digital Sign shall not be greater than one (1) second.

(4) Prohibition on Flashing, Scrolling, and other Sudden and Intense Changes.

No Digital Sign shall exhibit messages or images that flash with rapid changes of light or color, have scrolling features, such as moving text, have rippling effects, or project other sudden and intense changes.  The transition from image to image shall be smooth and non-distracting.

(5) Brightness and Background Ambient Light

(a) In concert with recommendations of the Federal Highway Administration brightness of light emitting sign faces shall be adjusted in response to changes in light levels so that the signs are not unreasonably bright, for the safety of the motoring public.  Control of brightness shall also be required so that the signs are not obtrusive with respect to their surroundings.

(b) No light emitting sign face of a Digital Sign at any time during daylight hours shall exceed a maximum brightness of 7500 NITs (one NIT being equal to one cd/m2) as measured from the brightest part of the sign face.

(c) At no time from dusk to dawn shall maximum brightness as measured from the brightest part of the sign face exceed 500 NITs.

(d) If during the review of any application for a Digital Sign, reasonable, information is presented to show that sign copy would be effectively legible with lower maximum brightness outputs, then correspondingly lower limits may be applied to the sign under review.  Specific positioning and back-drop factors may be considered in the lowering of the maximum brightness allowances.

(e) Further, within two months of the installation of any Digital Sign the maximum brightness limits may be lowered for individual sign faces, if on-site inspection by duly-authorized Town Codes officials shows the operating brightness levels to be excessive for effective legibility of sign copy.  In such cases the respective Administrative Permits shall be adjusted through action of the Code Enforcement Office.

(f) In making determinations with respect to illumination and brightness, the Codes Enforcement Officer and/or the Town’s Joint Zoning Board of Appeals/Planning Board shall have the authority to retain the services of appropriate consultants and charge the cost thereof to the applicant or owner of the digital sign.

(6) Photo-Electric Sensors

(a) In order to control the brightness of messages and images on Digital Signs all installations shall be equipped with photo-cell light detectors which measure the ambient light conditions and relay that information to appropriate control devices regulating the brightness of the sign faces.

(b) Under darkened ambient light conditions the light detector shall correspondingly trigger the projected brightness of the sign faces to dim to a level no more necessary than to allow effective legibility of sign copy.

(c) The Town through its code officer shall have the authority to have the light sensors inspected where questions of malfunctions arise.

(7) Image and Brightness Change Logs

In approving any light emitting Digital Sign the Joint Town Zoning and Planning Board may consider having the sign operators maintain logs of the changes in ambient light and the corresponding responses in the projected brightness of the sign faces.  Such logs must be made available to the Town with respect to questions of malfunctions and irregularities.  The length of time the logs shall be maintained will be no longer than three months after the commissioning for full operation.”

Section 10.

	So that Section 200-21 titled “Table of Land Uses by Zoning District” is corrected to change all references to “CP” so that they will read “PCD”.

Section 11.

	This Local Law shall take effect upon its filing with the New York Secretary of State.
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