Regular Town Board Meeting March 15, 2016

Regular Town Board Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Van Buren, held on March 15, 2016 at 7:30 pm at the Van Buren Town Hall, 7575 Van Buren Road, Baldwinsville, New York.

Mr. Rick Zaccaria		Councilor
Ms. Darcie Lesniak		Councilor
Ms. Mary Frances Sabin	Councilor
Mr. Howard Tupper		Councilor
Mr. Ronald Dudzinski		Councilor
Ms. Patricia Dickman		Councilor
Mr. Claude Sykes	            Supervisor

Mr. Kevin Gilligan		Town Attorney
Mr. Jason Hoy			Engineer
Mr. Doug Foster		Highway Superintendent
Ms. Lynn Precourt		Town Clerk

Pledge of Allegiance and Roll Call.

Citizens Comments: None

Approve minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting on March 1, 2016:
059-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Dickman, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to approve the minutes of the Regular Town Board Meeting on March 1, 2016 as published.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Informational meeting on Hoag Road Bridge closure:
Mr. Hoy said there was a hole in the road that was investigated further by a NYS Department of Transportation engineer and his recommendation was for the bridge to be closed immediately due to a failure in the sub-structure of the bridge.

Mr. Hoy said because of the soil conditions in this area a full bridge would be required as a repair.  

Mr. Sykes said the estimate for replacement is $600,000.00 and if the town borrowed to pay for the replacement it would wind up being over $1,000,000.00.  He said a bridge district was suggested, but, the cost to each homeowner would be well over the NYS Comptroller’s annual cap and would not be approved.  He said borrowing the money would also put the town over the tax cap and no one would receive rebate checks in the Fall.  He said the town has looked into grant funding from State officials and there is no money available for a project of this expense.

Mr. Sykes said emergency services have been notified of the closure, as well as the postal service and school districts.  He said some neighbors have said they like the closure and some have asked when it will be repaired.  

Mike Knowlton, Warners/Memphis Fire Department, said 911 is not notifying departments of the closure.  He said the local departments are aware of it, but, if others are providing mutual aid they may not be aware.  He said he will contact 911 and make sure they are aware of the issue. 

Mr. Knowlton said there is also an accessibility to water issue and dry hydrants may have to be installed.  

Mr. Foster, Highway Supt., said if the Town Board approves the dry hydrants the department can install them.

Mr. Knowlton said there are also issues with relay space for vehicles and he’s not sure what could be done to help alleviate that issue.

Elaine Sartwell, 1791 Hoag Road, said she is appalled at the lack of information from this Board.  She said they were told two years ago that the bridge closure was temporary and it would be fixed in the Spring.  She said the town fixed the bridge on Connors Road, a section that no one lives on, but, will not consider repairing a bridge on Hoag Road that is used by residents and emergency vehicles.  She asked to see the actual figures the Board was given as estimates on the repair.  She said she has to drive an extra three and a half miles to and from work because of the closure and is now living uncomfortable in her home that she has lived in for 30 years.  She said to say the rest of the homeowners would lose a $46.00 check if the town fixed the bridge is a slap in the face to those who live on Hoag Road.

Chris Brunelle, 1794 West Hoag Road, said he is not surprised by this decision not to repair the bridge and re-open it to traffic.  He said he understands it is costly.  He said this closure has cut his land in half and to access part of it he has to go around the block.  

Mr. Brunelle said his main concern is safety and the 911 issue must be addressed.  He said he knows of two occasions when emergency vehicles had to go around the other way to access the other part of the road because they were not aware of the closure.  He said this adds seven to eight minutes onto their response time. 

Mr. Brunelle asked that the bridge be opened to foot traffic.  He said a lot of people walk and run and the way the bridge has been closed, with the piles of stone and the old guardrails someone is going to get hurt.

Mr. Foster said the piles of stone were placed there immediately when the State DOT Engineer said the bridge was unsafe for travel.  He said he is not comfortable with anyone going over the bridge until he knows it is safe, but, once the okay is given he can change the barriers to allow foot traffic.

Mr. Brunelle said right now, Jordan-Elbridge will come down the road to pick up his children for school and they turn around in Mr. DeBarr’s driveway.  He said Mr. DeBarr is kind enough to allow the bus to do that, but, if he decides he doesn’t want to do that anymore, his kids will have to walk to the corner.  

A woman from the audience said that Baldwinsville buses will not come down the road and the kids have to walk to the corner of West Dead Creek.  She said the cars on West Dead Creek travel way faster than the speed limit of 45 mph and it is not safe for the kids to wait there.

Mr. Zaccaria said the Board will address the 911 situation and make sure they are aware of the closure and look into the other safety issues that were brought up here tonight.

Mr. Sykes said we can look into creating a walkway over the bridge.

Karleen Johnson, 1767 West Hoag Road, asked why the Board purchased a new Highway Garage and asked what is wrong with the old one.

Mr. Foster said the current garage is in need of repair and has no gas, sewer or water.  He said there is a lack of space so equipment is stored outside and because there is no water equipment cannot be washed.  He said the new garage will allow inside storage of equipment and allow the department to take better care of and extend the life of the equipment.

Mr. Sykes said the cost of renovating the existing garage was more than converting this new building for the use.

Mrs. Johnson asked what the town will do with the old garage because we seem to have money to spend.  She also asked why the bridge on Connors Road was repaired when no one lives there.

Mr. Sykes said the Connors Road bridge is used by residents and farmers as a quick route to and from Rt. 31 and West Dead Creek.  That repair cost the town $67,000 and was much more affordable.

Mr. Brunelle asked if the bridge could be replaced with one for one way traffic since the rating would be different and it may be more affordable.

A resident at 1795 West Hoag Road said she had to call 911 repeatedly and told them about the bridge closure and they still went the wrong way.  She asked what happens if there is an emergency on that road, there are five families living there.

Mr. Sykes said the town will notify the 911 Center and Chief Knowlton will also notify them so there should be no confusion in the future.

Mrs. Sartwell asked who the town received replacement estimates from, how many quotes for the work did the town receive.

Mr. Sykes said the town received a general estimate from an engineer at Barton & Loguidice who is familiar with the scope of work to replace this bridge and their estimate is $600,000.00.

Mr. Brunelle asked if a formal study has been done.

Mr. Sykes said no.

Mr. Brunelle asked if the town would entertain a formal study, it could be done for less than $10,000.00 and that way we would know for certain what the failure is and what the repair or replacement would entail.  He said he thinks it is an erosion issue, not a structural issue and if that is the case the repair cost would be much less than the current estimate.

Mr. DeBarr, 1799 Hoag Road, asked if the town will demolish the bridge.

Mr. Sykes said the town may have to do that to prevent the need for a turnaround on his property.

Mr. Pat DeBarr, 1835 Hoag Road, said nothing has been done for 30 years and we all paid taxes that whole time and now something needs to be repaired and there is no money.  He said he lives on the corner of Hoag Road and Rt. 31 and you can’t get off the street in the winter if you have to stop at the corner.  He asked that it be better plowed in the winter.

A resident asked why there has been no upkeep on the bridge, how did it get to be in this condition and why is wasn’t noticed sooner.

Mrs. Sartwell said she is getting no answers from this administration.

Mr. Sykes said they have had an engineer from the state inspect the bridge and a private engineer has estimated the cost of replacement.  He said he has sought grant opportunities from state officials, but, it is hard to get half a million dollars.

Mrs. Sartwell asked to be clear about what is happening as we go forward.  She said the 911 Center will again be notified of the closure and she said the Board will look into getting a formal investigation completed.

Mr. Sykes said the Board will discuss a formal investigation and whether it is something that is necessary at this time.

Mrs. Johnson asked how residents will know when it will be discussed and what the Board decides.

Mr. Sykes said meeting minutes are on the town’s website and are emailed by the Clerk to anyone who signs up to get them by emailing clerk@townofvanburen.com and asking to be added to the list.

Ms. Dickman asked the Clerk to put the information on the town’s website as well.

Public Hearing on 2016 Community Development application and five year plan:
060-16-000	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Ms. Sabin, to recess the regular meeting, open the public hearing at 8:34 pm and waive reading the legal notice published in The Messenger on March 9, 2016.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Mr. Hoy said the following projects are included in the five year plan for the town:
2016 Application

	1.	Drainage and Pavement Rehabilitation – Phase1

Rehabilitation of drainage and pavement of Hosmer Drive in the Seneca Knolls area. The rehabilitation would generally consist of closed drainage installation and milling and asphalt overlay of the existing pavement with minor pavement repairs.

Total Project Cost				$85,000
Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 35,000)
		
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000
		

	2.	Delwood Drive Drainage Improvements

		Installation of backyard drainage systems to alleviate ponding water for residents and elementary School in the Village Green Neighborhood.

Total Project Cost				$35,000
Town’s Share				($ 9,000)
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$26,000

2017Application

		Drainage and Pavement Rehabilitation – Phase2

Rehabilitation of drainage and pavement of Hosmer Drive in the Seneca Knolls area. The rehabilitation would generally consist of closed drainage installation and milling and asphalt overlay of the existing pavement with minor pavement repairs.

Total Project Cost				$85,000
Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 35,000)
		
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000

2018Application

		Downer Street Road Sidewalk (south side) – Phase 1

		Installation of 5’ wide concrete sidewalk west from Meigs Road.  The project would also include some tree removals and plantings.

Total Project Cost				$67,000
Town’s Share				($ 17,000)
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000

2019Application

		Downer Street Road Sidewalk (south side) – Phase 2

		Installation of 5’ wide concrete sidewalk west from end of Phase 1 project.  The project would also include some tree removals and plantings.

Total Project Cost				$67,000
Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 17,000)
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000


2020 Application

		Drainage Swale Rehabilitation

		Rehabilitation of approximately 1000’ of existing open channel drainage ways in the Village Green neighborhood. The work would be behind the properties on Farwood Drive. The rehabilitation would generally consist of regrading and reshaping the open channel, select tree removals, placement of erosion control materials in erosive areas and establishing turf. 

Total Project Cost				$67,500
	Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 17,500)
		
Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000

Mr. Sykes asked which of the two projects for 2016 should get priority.

Mr. Hoy said he would like to see the Seneca Knolls drainage work get completed. He said this is the last of the work that was started ten years ago.

Mr. Sykes asked if there was anyone to speak in favor of the 2016 application.  No one spoke.

Mr. Sykes asked if there was anyone to speak against the 2016 application.  No one spoke.
		MOTION BY Ms. Lesniak, seconded by Mr. Tupper, to close the public hearing and resume the regular meeting at 8:37 pm.

Public Hearing on proposed Local Law A-2016:
061-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to recess the regular meeting, open the public hearing and waive reading the legal notice published in The Post Standard on March 6, 2016.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Mr. Sykes said the town will not consider this Local Law tonight because we are waiting for comments from the Onondaga County Planning Board.

Mr. Sykes asked if there was anyone to speak in favor of this proposed local law.  No one spoke.

Mr. Sykes asked if there was anyone to speak against this proposed local law.  No one spoke.

062-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Dickman, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to resume the regular meeting at 8:40 pm.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

063-16-039	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Tupper, to continue the public hearing on Local Law A-2016 to the next Regular Town Board meeting on April 5, 2016.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Appointment of Crew Leader in Buildings and Grounds Department to fill vacancy:
Mr. Sykes said there were 27 applicants for the job and three were referred to the Personnel Committee to be considered.  He said they have recommended hiring Robert Lathrop, who does the same job currently in the Town of Lysander.  He said they felt this was the best person for the job.

Ms. Dickman said she is a member of the committee and was present for the interviews.  She said Mr. Lathrop came across as knowledgeable and they were impressed with his honesty and enthusiasm.  She said his take-charge attitude made a good impression.
064-16-038	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Ms. Sabin, to appoint Robert Lathrop as a Crew Leader in Buildings and Grounds Department to fill vacancy.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Action on 2016 Community Development application and five year plan:
065-16-023	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to submit the following 2016 Community Development projects for 2016 and approve the five year plan:
2016 Application

	1.	Drainage and Pavement Rehabilitation – Phase1

Rehabilitation of drainage and pavement of Hosmer Drive in the Seneca Knolls area. The rehabilitation would generally consist of closed drainage installation and milling and asphalt overlay of the existing pavement with minor pavement repairs.

Total Project Cost				$85,000
Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 35,000)
		
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000
		

	2.	Delwood Drive Drainage Improvements

		Installation of backyard drainage systems to alleviate ponding water for residents and elementary School in the Village Green Neighborhood.

Total Project Cost				$35,000
Town’s Share				($ 9,000)
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$26,000

2017Application

		Drainage and Pavement Rehabilitation – Phase2

Rehabilitation of drainage and pavement of Hosmer Drive in the Seneca Knolls area. The rehabilitation would generally consist of closed drainage installation and milling and asphalt overlay of the existing pavement with minor pavement repairs.

Total Project Cost				$85,000
Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 35,000)
		
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000

2018Application

		Downer Street Road Sidewalk (south side) – Phase 1

		Installation of 5’ wide concrete sidewalk west from Meigs Road.  The project would also include some tree removals and plantings.

Total Project Cost				$67,000
Town’s Share				($ 17,000)
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000

2019Application

		Downer Street Road Sidewalk (south side) – Phase 2

		Installation of 5’ wide concrete sidewalk west from end of Phase 1 project.  The project would also include some tree removals and plantings.

Total Project Cost				$67,000
Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 17,000)
		Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000


2020 Application

		Drainage Swale Rehabilitation

		Rehabilitation of approximately 1000’ of existing open channel drainage ways in the Village Green neighborhood. The work would be behind the properties on Farwood Drive. The rehabilitation would generally consist of regrading and reshaping the open channel, select tree removals, placement of erosion control materials in erosive areas and establishing turf. 

Total Project Cost				$67,500
	Town’s Share @ 25%			($ 17,500)
		
Requested Community Development Funds:		$50,000
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
All Ayes – Motion Carried & Adopted

Action on Town Board Resolution regarding Consensus Report:
Mr. Sykes said the Consensus Report was compiled by appointed community members tasked with trying to find a way to make government more efficient.  

Mr. Tupper said there have been several articles in the paper about the recommendations.  He said there has also been a pie chart showing towns and villages cost the taxpayers the least.  He said this amounts to attacking the tail of the dog because we already provide efficient services. 

Mr. Zaccaria said by their own reports local government is the most efficient so to curtail our services for a larger more cumbersome entity doesn’t make any sense.

Mr. Sykes said the County has failed to consolidate services at their level, like the jail systems.  He said they should get their own house in order and then they may have some merit to ask others to do the same.

Mr. Zaccaria said the Consensus Committee has offered no information on what a merged city/county government would look like either.

066-16-034	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Tupper, to approve the following Consensus Report:
	Whereas, Consensus, the Commission of Local Government Modernization issued its’ preliminary report and committee recommendations in January 2016; and
Whereas, the Consensus Commission issued some 51 recommendations covering infrastructure, public safety, municipal operations, economic development and governance, including a proposal to merge city and county governments; and
Whereas, the Consensus Commission has solicited public comment and feedback; and
Whereas, we, the elected officials of the Town of Van Buren are charged with operating our Town and delivering the services our constituents need and expect through local home rule; and
Whereas, the Town of Van Buren has been a leader in Onondaga County for consolidation and shared services having merged the post of Tax Receiver with the Town Clerk; created an assessment CAP with the Town of Lysander; contracted with the Town of Camillus for dog control services; share a comptroller with the Town of Salina; merged our Zoning and Planning Boards and by merging four (4) fire districts; and
Whereas, many of the Consensus recommendations have some merit; and
Whereas, the City of Syracuse, County of Onondaga and the numerous Towns and Villages currently have the ability and authority to adopt and implement many of these desired recommendations in and amongst themselves; and
Whereas, many of the ills that have fallen on the City of Syracuse and Onondaga County have come about due to national and state level practices which inhibit growth, expansion and prosperity in all fashions; and
Whereas, the Consensus Commission recommendation to merge the City and County governments and to infer that this will reverse these trends is illogical and ill-conceived; and
Whereas, schools and education have purposely been avoided in this report; and
Whereas, it has been mentioned by a Commission member that a coterminous, common city/county boundary could be utilized with a metro government structure, we as the elected officials in a rural town know this would result in many negative impacts for most towns in the county by way of curtailing what are currently legal uses of rural property such as hunting, trapping and shooting, not to mention potential impacts on agriculture and farming; and
Whereas, the 80 page Consensus Report does not provide any financial justification and raises far more questions than it provides answers,
Now Therefore, let it be known that the Town of Van Buren Town Board is unanimously opposed to the concept of a merged city/county government as presented.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Abstain, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Approval for engineering services agreement for 3417 Walters Road building with Barton & Loguidice at a cost of $48,700 plus incidentals:
067-16-026	MOTION BY Mr. Dudzinski, seconded by Ms. Lesniak, to approve and authorize the Supervisor to execute the engineering services agreement for 3417 Walters Road with Barton & Loguidice at a cost of $48,700 plus incidentals.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Yes, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Approval for engineer to issue an RFP for heat system for the domestic area of the new Highway Garage with bid opening date of April 5, 2016 at 10:00 am:
068-16-026	MOTION BY Ms. Dickman, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to approve the engineer to issue an RFP for heat system for the domestic area of the new Highway Garage with bid opening date of April 5, 2016 at 10:00 am.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Abstain, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Authorize Engineer to issue RFP for steel work at new Highway Garage to be opened April 19, 2016 at 10:00 am:
069-16-026	MOTION BY Ms. Dickman, seconded by Mr. Zaccaria, to authorize the engineer to issue RFP for steel work at new Highway Garage to be opened April 19, 2016 at 10:00 am.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Abstain, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Consider appointment of Amy Virginia to BAR:
070-16-038	MOTION BY Mr. Zaccaria, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to appoint Amy Virginia to the Board of Assessment Review.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Abstain, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Authorize the Supervisor to execute DASNY agreement:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Sykes said this is an agreement to receive grant money from Assemblyman Magnarelli for sidewalks on Maple Road from Van Buren Road to the walking trail at Ray Middle School and playground equipment for Van Buren Central Park.
071-16-034	MOTION BY Ms. Lesniak, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to authorize the Supervisor to execute the NYSDASNY project number 6396 agreement.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Abstain, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted

Councilor Committee Reports and Comments:
Mr. Zaccaria scheduled a Parks & Recreation Committee meeting on March 21, 2016 at 9:00 am at the Town Hall.

Mr. Dudzinski said there is a Comprehensive Land Use Plan meeting on March 16, 2016 at 7:00 pm at Town Hall.

Mr. Tupper complimented Ms. Breakey, Town Historian, on her latest photo display on Warners.

Highway Superintendent Comments: None

Supervisor Comments: None

Citizens Comments: None

Engineer Comments: None

Attorney Comments: None

072-16-000	MOTION BY Ms. Sabin, seconded by Mr. Dudzinski, to adjourn to the next Regular Town Board Meeting on April 5, 2016 at 7:30 pm.
Mr. Zaccaria – Yes, Ms. Lesniak – Abstain, Ms. Sabin – Yes, Mr. Tupper – Yes, Mr. Dudzinski – Yes, Ms. Dickman – Yes, Mr. Sykes – Yes
Motion Carried & Adopted
Meeting closed 9:04 pm

Respectfully submitted,


Lynn Precourt
Town Clerk

Dated: 3/17/16
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